B-RAF mutations in the etiopathogenesis, diagnosis, and prognosis of thyroid carcinomas.
The very recent discovery of B-RAF point mutations as the most prevalent genetic alteration in papillary thyroid carcinoma has revolutionized the molecular knowledge of thyroid malignancies. In this review, we address the role played by such mutations in the etiopathogenesis, diagnosis, prognosis, and therapy selection of thyroid cancer, with an emphasis on papillary carcinoma.